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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FAMILY 


we seek His assistance and we seek His forgiveness. And 
we seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls and 
from the evil of our actions. Whoever Allah guides, none can 
misguide him, and whoever is misguided, there is no guide for 
him. I bear witness that nothing has the right to be worshipped · 
except for Allah alone, without partners, i I bear witness that 


VS all the praises belong to Allah. We praise Him and 
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O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and 
die not except in a state of Islam.! 
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O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you 
from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He 
created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He 
created many men and women and fear Allah through 
Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut 
the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever 
an All-Watcher over you 


1 (Soorah Аай Imraan 3:102) 
2 (Soorah An Nisaa 4:1) 
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O you who believe! Fear Allah, and (always) say a word 
directed to that which is correct 


бид ^^^ „27 /” ал, да E UM 1274 PPS. 
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He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and 
His Messenger he has indeed achieved а great 
achievement (i.e., he will be saved from the Hell-fire and 
made to enter Paradise).? 


As to what follows: verily the most truthful speech is the Book of 
pun and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad 

AGIS and the most evil of affairs are newly invented matters, 
and every newly invented matter is an innovation and every 
innovation is astray and every straying is in the fire. 


O brothers, O notables: 


We gather this night— the blessed night of Jumah, in which I ask 
Allah, 3& , to bless it, and to bless those in it, and to bless what we 
say in it— we gather for a tremendous affair. And how could this 
not be the case while it is connected to the family? And the family 
has the position in the community as the heart has in the body. 
Therefore, just like the heart, if it is good, the entire body is good, 
and if it is corrupted, the entire body is corrupted. ^ Therefore, 
such is the family, if it is good, the rest of the town is good, and if 
it is corrupted, the rest of the town will be corrupted. 


And how can this affair not be of the utmost importance while it is 
connected to the establishment of mankind? And, if the heart of 


3 (Soorah Ahzab 33:71) 
4 This has been narrated from the hadith collected in Al Bukharee (25) and 
Muslim (1099) 
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man. is established and his life is established, his worship is 
established; thus, he has humility in his prayer and vigor in his 
fasting, and his paths for worship will be enlightened. 


And how can this subject not be worthy of being spoken about by 
the students of knowledge while it is important to the husband 
and the wife, the young man and the young woman, and the sons 
and the daughters? It is important to those whom are married and 
those seeking to get married. Thus, in summary, it is important to 
the entire community, and its establishment has come in the Book 


Verily, our Islamic religion is a mercy for all the creation; a 
religion of goodness, happiness, success, and rectification. It 
brings that which will benefit the people in this worldly life and 
the next, during every time and place. There is no happiness for 
man except by way of the religion of the best of creation, the 
religion of Muhammad 505006. 


Allaah 8$ did not command anything except that it contains 
benefits and advantages which are not enumerated. And Allah 
has not prohibited anything except that it contains harms and 
corruption, that which is not counted or limited. 


Islam gives importance to every affair of life. Thus, there is not an 
aspect of your life—O Muslim-— except that Islam clarifies and 
explains it. And this is from its concern for rectifying and unifying 
the community. And because the rectification of the community 
follows the rectification of the family, and the unity of the 
community is a result of the unity of the family, and the happiness 
of the family is connected to the spouses, Islam gives a great deal 
of importance to the spouses. 


5) Ж ЙЕ ЙЕ СЗ 
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MARRIAGE IN ISLAM 


Allaah 38 has commanded marriage in His Book. He Ж said: 
PP T4774 a С (7 oS 5 
{ ses VS WAG ор 55 АЯ; ДЕ «aa aS QUU (255% % 
Marry women of your choice, two or three, or four but if 


you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with 
them), then (marry) only опе.5 


ec 


And the beloved, the truthful, the trustworthy 4206 
commanded marriage. He addressed the young теп; he said: 


O young men, whoever among you can afford to get 
married, let him do so, for it is more effective in lowering 
the gaze and in guarding one's chastity.$ 


Marriage —O beloved brothers — contains tranquility for the soul, 
happiness for the heart, guarding of the chastity, protection of the 
honor, and a lowering for the gaze. It contains goodness for the 
individual and goodness for the community. It has tremendous 
attributes and major traits. It increases the Ummah of Muhammad 
K 5415 the right to boast of his 


iS and gives our Prophet £55 


Ummah on the Day of Judgment. It is the reason mankind remains 
in existence. It is a path of unity and cooperation between the 
individual and the community. It spreads love between the family 
and unites the hearts and closes the distance (between people). 


? Soorah An Nisa 4:3 
6 Collected by Al Bukharee (5077) and Muslim (1400) 
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How many families have not known other families except with a 
distant relationship, and then they became in-laws; thus, the 
families became close and became as though they were one 
collective family. Thus, marriage, all of it is beneficial and the soul 
of which the community revolves around. For this reason, Islam 
brings everything that will establish compassion between the 
spouses, as marriage in Islam is compassion, mercy and love, 
tranquility for the soul, ease from stress, and relief for the heart. 


Marriage in our religion — O beloved —is not a contract between 
two parties which becomes merely from affection; rather, it is a 
contract which the Muslim embarks upon while he knows that it 
requires the harmony of love, serenity, tranquility, and happiness 
for both parties. Our Lord # said: 


"DAP sl ^ — y S77 ›% » 
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And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives 
from among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, 
and He has put between you affection and mercy.’ 


If the people would adhere to what Islam brings regarding 
marriage, compassion would be obtained between them, and 
happiness would stir throughout their homes and to those around 
them. 


Due to everything which has been presented, Islam has given both 
spouses rights; guaranteeing for them both a life which is carefree, 
quiet, happy, and stable; all of it is love, truthfulness and sincerity. 


5) Ж ЖЕ MLR 


7 Soorah Ar Rum 30:21 
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THE RIGHTS BEFORE ENGAGEMENT 


s it relates to the rights of the spouses — O brothers, O 
beloved — there are rights before the engagement, rights 
at the time of the engagement, rights at the time of the 


marriage contract, and rights which remain throughout the affair 
of marriage. 


From the rights before the engagement is the right of choice, such 
that the person chooses someone upon religious commitment, 
rectification, and good character. Thus, the man desires the 
woman due to her righteousness, her religion, and her good 
character. And the woman desires the man due to his 
righteousness, his religion, and his good character, because this is 
the foundation of goodness and happiness. And whoever is void 
of his or her religion is void of good. There is no good in a person 
who does not have religion, even if he possesses whatever 
qualities of goodness he may possess. For that reason our Lord  && 
said: 


P aT. А 4 2 AZ E TOME ae 22 “>” 


Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and 
those who have been granted knowledge.® 


Thus, Allaah à& will elevate the person in degrees by way of 


knowledge if that knowledge is accompanied by faith, because it 
is not possible to have good unless it is accompanied with the 
religion. Thus, if the religion is missing, the good is missing even 
if many good qualities are found in the person. Therefore, beauty 
will be of no benefit in the face of life's burdens without religious 


$ Soorah Mujadilah 58:11 
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commitment. And wealth will not benefit without religious 
commitment. Noble descent will not benefit without religious 
commitment. There must be religious commitment such as good 
character. This is because the marital life is long, and it has in it 
requirements and constant companionship. It requires strength 
and persistence, such that it is based upon religious commitment 
and good character. 


Marriage— О brothers—is пої fascination. — Marriage — О 
brothers — is constant interaction. The person removes that which 
he was hiding himself with outside of his home. He will come in 
contact with a female who will request from him demands, and he 
will have demands of her. They will live together for a long period 
of time. It is not possible to fortify this affair of marriage, or 
establish it correct, constantly renewing it with love and 
happiness except with the religion and good character. 
Everything —O beloved —will fade away with interaction and 
cohabitation except for religious commitment and good character. 
It will remain firm, shining renewing for its companion goodness 
and happiness. 


For this reason there comes direction from our beloved and our 
Prophet 5 to the spouses concerning this affair. He said, 
addressing the spouse: 


“А woman may be married for four things: her wealth, her 
lineage, her beauty and her religious commitment. Seek 


RIGHTS OF SPOUSES | 11 


the one who is religiously-committed, may your hands be 
rubbed with dust (i.e., may you prosper)."? 


And he incited the husband to marry the religiously-committed 


sem 


woman. He 45€ said: 


i435 5 1555 UL ИСЕ ULE ы iui 
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"Let one of you acquire a thankful heart, a tongue that 
remembers Allah and a believing wife who will help him 
with regard to the Hereafter."10 


Three affairs, if they are fulfilled for you, you will prosper with all 
aspects of good: a thankful heart, a tongue that remembers Allah, 
and a good religious woman who will help you with regard to the 
Hereafter. The Prophet {264s said: 


жыр NE EPI ESO 252 ng 


"This world is temporary joys, and the best temporary joy 
of this world is a righteous wife." 


GAGE 756,2 БЫЛЫС besar 2221 
‚АА 


The woman is not according to her wealth or her beauty or 
by the boast of her parents 


? Collected by AI Bukharee (5090) and Muslim (1466) 
10 Collected by At Tirmidhi (3094) and Ahmad (278/5) 
11 Collected by Muslim (1467) 
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But rather by her chastity and her purity and her 
righteousness to her husband and children 


And the Prophet 222 S said concerning the rights of the wife 
here, he explained what is for the husband. So, did the Prophet 
ДЕЕ) clarify anything concerning the rights of the wife? 


We say: yes, the Prophet 5% 405 addressed the guardians, 


ordering them to choose the religious person with good character. 
He 5 said: 


т” 
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If there comes to you one whom you are pleased with his 
religion, and his manners, then marry him off, if you do 
not do so there will be fitna in the land and wide spread 
corruption.?? 


I swear by the Lord of the Ka'ba—the Messenger of Allaah 
AXES spoke the truth. 


27 
и 
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If you do not do so, there will be fitna and major 
corruption. 


If the men do not marry the women to men who have religious 
commitment and character then it is a must that fitna occurs 
because they will either marry her off to a man without any 


12 Narrated by At Tirmidhi (1084) and ibn Maja (1967) 
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religion with them or any character with them; therefore, what 
will he do with her? He may punish her; he may request from her 
that which Allah has prohibited. So a man will protect his 
daughter from the impermissible things while she is with him, 
then he hands her over to a man who will plunge her into what 
Allah, the Exalted, has prohibited her from. 


p^ 


i йү cu В LC Mar её 
There will be fitna and major corruption 


If the man with good character and religious commitment is not 
married off, if the man with good character and religious 
commitment is not chosen, it is a must that fitna will occur and 
major corruption. A man said to Al Hasan ibn Ali, may Allah be 
pleased with him: "A group of men have proposed to my 
daughter, so whom shall I marry her to?" He responded by saying: 


o£ 2 
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Marry her off to the one who fears Allah. If he loves her, 
he will honor her, and if he dislikes her, he will not 
oppress her.15 


Thus, she will be with him upon goodness. If he loves her, and 
Allah, the Exalted, places in his heart love for her, he will honor 
her and elevate her. And if he dislikes her and love for her was not 
placed in his heart, he will not demean her and he will not return 
her to her family, and he will not oppress her; rather, he will treat 
her in a manner which is befitting. 


13 Collected by ibn Abi Ad Dunya in Al I’yal (173/1) 
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THE RIGHTS AT THE TIME OF THE 
ENGAGEMENT 


rom the rights of the spouses during the engagement is that 
b: the man desires engagement, and Allah knows in his 

heart he honestly, truthfully wants to propose to her, it is 
recommended for him to look at her so that his proposal to her 
will be upon clarity and knowledge. And this is from the means 
for love to remain between the spouses, and to unite both of their 
hearts if Allah has decreed that they should marry. Thus, if the 
woman knows, it was not made for him as a matter already 


decided. Rather he saw her, and he was sure about his affair; thus, 


he went forth to marry her, desiring her. It will attach her heart to 


him, and she will love him more. 


For this reason, it has been narrated from Al Mugheerah ibn 

Shu'bah, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: "I went to the 

Prophet 255 and I mentioned to him a woman, and I 

proposed to her." He said: "Go and look at her." What is the 

wisdom, O Messenger of Allah? 
A 


2 Жа» 2? Ии 2% 9 СТ 
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For verily, this is more likely to create love between you. 


(5 said: 


22 


And the Messenger of Allah 425261; 
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When one of you proposes to a woman, if he is able to 


look at what will entice him to marry her, then let him do 
50.14 


Y ENS 


And a man came to the Messenger of Allah Е 
him that he had married a woman from the Ansar— meaning he 


and informed 


wanted to marry a woman from the Ansar —thus, the Messenger 
of Allah 4: 


(A 


said to him: 
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Did you look at her? He responded: No. He said: Go and 
look at her. For verily, there is something in the eyes of the 
Ansar. 


Meaning small; the eyes of the women from the Ansar are small. 
Thus, the Messenger of Allah #®® 


2 said to him: 


ae oa A % Z oœ >% e 
Lg! bls Casts 
Go and look at her. 


This is so his affair could be upon clarity. 


And the condition for this viewing — O my brothers— is that it is 
done without any seclusion. This is based upon the general 


М Narrated by Abu Dawood (2082) and Ahmad (3/334, 360) Shaykh Al Albani 
declared it Hassan. 
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narrations that prohibit seclusion between a man and a woman 
who is not a Mahram for him. Thus, he is not able to see her 
except in the presence of her Mahram. 


And there is no proof for particularizing this situation. Thus, we 
see the error in two groups from among the people. Some of the 
people: if a man says: "I want to propose to your daughter, and 
Allah knows that I am truthful in this affair, and I want to see 
her." They respond: "We do not have any daughters to be seen!" 
As for the other group: if a man comes to propose, it is said to 
him: "Take her, drive her around, and take her to a restaurant; 
take her wherever you want, sit with her, get to know one 
another, get acquainted with one another, learn each other's 


М 


character; here is a room, sit alone and converse! 


Both of these groups are blameworthy, and the middle course is 
what the Prophet 42 has directed to. Thus, the man looks at 
the woman without seclusion. He sees her while she is with her 
guardian. And it is permissible to observe her and watch her 
while she is not aware of it. This is based upon the hadith of Jabir, 
may Allah be pleased with him, he said: 


5 € 2 o UE ME e 
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I proposed to a girl so I used to hide until I saw from her 
that which enticed me to marry her, so I married her.!5 


Narrated from Muhammad ibn Maslamah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, he said: 


15 Collected by Abu Dawood (2082) Declared Hassan by Shaykh Al Albani 
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ыы ж шр, рай дА ái 
ОЕ 5 the 40,2 


I proposed to a woman, so I began to hide until I saw her 
іп a garden of hers.!6 It was said: Do you do such a thing 
while уоп ате a companion of the Messenger of 


Do you hide from a woman while she is not aware; 
although you are a companion of the Messenger of 
Allah 45% 64152 бо he responded: 


“I heard the Messenger of Allah 8015 say: ‘If Allah 
places in the heart of one of you the desire to propose to a 


woman then there is no problem with looking at ћег.’”17 


And the Prophet 540} 


"E (ALIAE MEX 0545 224. 
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If one of you proposes to a woman, there is по harm upon 
him if he looks at her, if he looks at her to propose to her, 
even if she does not know.!$ 


16 Collected by ibn Maajah (1864) Declared authentic by Shaykh Al Albani 
17 Collected by ibn Maajah (1864) 
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This is an important restriction —O my brothers. As the 
Prophet 45% 5 said: if he looks at her to propose to her. He does 
not look at her for entertainment, he does not look at her to 
examine her, and he does not look at her for enjoyment; but 
rather, he is truthful in his speech, resolved to propose to her. If 
this is not the case, then looking at her is not permissible. And if 
he says, "I want to propose to her;" then, O Muslim, then it is a 
condition to make this looking permissible that Allah knows — and 
He is the Watcher over him, and He is the One who knows the 
fraud of the eyes and what the hearts conceal — that He knows that 
inside your heart is a truthful desire to propose to this woman. 


And from the rights at the time of engagement is truthfulness and 
explaining matters pertaining to the two spouses from those 
matters which are in need of being clarified in a marriage. Our 
Prophet 5 said: 
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The two parties to а transaction have the choice so long as 
they have not separated. If they are honest and open, their 
transaction will be blessed, but if they tell lies and conceal 
anything the blessing of their transaction will be 105.19 


If the Prophet 56545 said this concerning buying and selling 
with wealth then what do you think, O slave of Allah, concerning 
marriage that which is a continuous relationship? There is no 


18 Collected by Ahmad (5/424) Declared authentic by Shaykh Al Albani 
19 Collected by Al Bukharee (2079) and Muslim (1532) 
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doubt that honesty and clarification is a must. This is because 
concealing that which needs to be clarified, whether it is from the 
affairs connected to the woman, or the affairs connected to the 
man, is deceit from whichever party it comes from. And the 
Prophet 5 said: 


жм 
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| й а ^ Н | * | A a t EE 
Whoever deceives us is not from us.2° 
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20 Collected with this wording in At Tirmidhi (1315) and collected in Muslim 
with the wording: ‘Whoever deceives is not from me.’ 
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contract is for the woman to be lenient with the dowry, 

without extravagance. And she should not place upon the 
husband a burden above his ability because from the means of 
happiness for the spouses are that they are not laden with debt 
and concerns. And that the man does not feel that this woman — 
whom he lives with under one roof — was the reason for placing 
this worry and stress upon him, which has no period of relief and 


he is not able to handle. Umar 4% said: 


ЕЕ the rights of the spouses at the time of the marriage 
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"Do not go to extremes with regard to the dowries of 
women. For if that were a sign of honor and dignity in this 
world or a sign of piety before Allah, then Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would have 
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done that before you. But he did not give any of his wives, 
and none of his daughters were given, more than twelve 
ugiyah (meaning five hundred dirham). A man may 
increase the dowry until he feels resentment against her 
and says, ‘You cost me everything I own, and caused me a 
great deal of hardship.’”2! 


From the rights at the time of the marriage contract is from the 
man to pay the woman her dowry in full, without decreasing it, 
based upon what the two of them have agreed upon. Allah, the 
Exalted, said: 


с 
T fta uta 
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And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr 
(obligatory bridal money given by the husband to his wife 
at the time of marriage) with a good heart.” 


And the Exalted said: 


A M AUCH _7 2 4 70 due cH ata 
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But if you want to replace one wife with another and you 
have given one of them a great amount [in gifts], do not 
take [back] from it anything.”3 


From the rights of the spouses during the marriage contract is 
whoever placed a condition upon oneself, for an act of obedience 
without being force, then it is upon him to fulfill conditions which 


21 Collected with this wording by ibn Majah (1887) 
22 Soorah An Nisa 4:4 
?3 Soorah An Nisa 4:20 
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have been placed upon him and he agreed to. Тһе 
Prophet #®® 601 


5 said: 
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“The most deserving of conditions to be fulfilled are those 
by means of which sexual intercourse becomes 
permissible for you.””4 


And it has been affirmed that a man married a woman and made 
her house a condition; meaning he made it a condition for her that 
he would not expel her from her home, and she made it a 
condition upon him that she would remain in her home. So, he 
accepted the conditions. Thus, after he was intimate with her, he 
wanted to move her so they took their dispute to Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him. He responded: 


5 2 2 $ 
Cb ud 
For her is the condition. 


Meaning: it is upon you to fulfill her conditions. The man 
responded: Thus, we will divorce! Thus, Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, responded: 


a -o o 2 
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Rights are connected to conditions. 


From the conditions upon the spouses during the marriage 
contract is that both parties are pleased. It is not permissible for 


24 Collected by Al Bukharee (2721) 
25 Collected by Al Bukharee in the book of conditions (16339) 
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the guardian to force the woman upon marriage — whether she is a 
virgin or previously married — with any type of forceful coercion. 
О beloved, it is not consent to get the woman to say, “yes” by 
using any available method even if she is being forced. This is 
done by some of the ignorant guardians--those who beat the girl 
and threaten her: if she does not marry this particular person then 
she will never marry at all. Or, they threaten to divorce her 
mother if she does not accept this particular man; making these 
threats perchance she will accept this person. And the ignorant 
person believes if she gives in then she is pleased while Allah 
knows she has been forced. The Prophet {645 said: 


— 
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The orphan girl's consent is sought from her. If she is 
silent then this is her permission, and if she rejects then 
there is no compulsion upon her.” 


And he also said: 


Do not marry off the previously married woman until she 
gives her consent, or the virgin until she gives her 


?6 Collected by Abu Dawood (2093) and At Tirmidhi (1109) 
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permission. They said: "O Messenger of Allah, what is her 
consent?" He replied: "Her silence."? 


And it has been narrated from ibn Abbass, may Allah be pleased 
with him: 
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A young virgin girl came to the Prophet {645 and said 
her father had married her off while she was not pleased. 


So the Prophet #2 55 
married or not). 8 


gave her a choice (to remain 


From the rights of the spouses during the marriage contract is to 
announce the marriage, proclaim and display it; and it should not 
be secret. This is based upon the statement of the 
Prophet 5: 
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Announce the marriages? 


And included in that is displaying happiness and joy by 
establishing the wedding party without placing a heavy burden 
upon the husband and without placing him in debt; rather, it 
should be based upon his ability without extravagance and 


27 Collected by Al Bukharee (5136) 

28 Collected by Abu Dawood (2096) and Ahmad (273/1) TU A] Albani 
declared it authentic 

29 Collected by ibn Habaan (4066/9) 
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exaggeration. The Prophet 45265 said to Abdur Rahman ibn 


Uwf: 
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Establish the wedding party even if it is with one sheep. 


5 
К 


The Prophet 4 
best of Allah's creation and the most pious of Allah's creation — he 


gave the wedding party —while he is the 


gave a wedding party for Saffiyah bint Huyaa with saweeq 
(powdered roasted wheat or barley) and dates. And this was the 
wedding party of whom? This was the wedding party of the 
EAN 


Messenger of Allah 25 . And it has been narrated from Anas 
ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: 
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I have not seen the Messenger of Allah £252 give a 


Walimah for his wives like the Walimah he gave for 
Zaynib.* 


The Walimah for Zaynib was a huge Walimah. The 
Prophet 4255/2 did not give a Walimah like it for his other 
wives. What kind of Walimah was it? What was the extent of it? 
And how great was it? And what extent did it reach? Anas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: 


zi oe Av С 
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30 Collected by Al Bukharee (5167) and Muslim (1427) 
31 Collected by Al Bukharee (5168) and Muslim (1428) 
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Verily, he sacrificed опе sheep.? 
One sheep was the Walimah of the Messenger of Allah decals . 


And related to this issue of announcing the marriage, displaying 
happiness and joy is for the women and young girls to beat the 
duff and wholesome singing. It has been narrated from Ar 
Rubayyi' bint Mu'awwidh, may Allah be pleased with her, she 
said: 
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“After the consummation of my marriage, the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came and sat 
on my bed as far from me as you are sitting now, and our 
little girls started beating the duff and reciting verses 
mourning my father, who had been killed in the battle of 
Badr. One of them said, ‘Among us is a Prophet who 
knows what will happen tomorrow.’ On that the Prophet 
said, “Omit this (saying) and keep on saying the verses 
which you had been saying before.’”33 


? This is included in the previous hadith collected in Al Bukharee and Muslim 
33 Collected by Al Bukharee (4001) 
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Thus, the Prophet 36545 
disapproved of what she said. And it has been narrated from 


Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her: 


consented to her singing but he 
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She took a woman (and she was an orphan girl in her 
room) on her wedding night to a man from among the 
Ansaar, and the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said to her, “O Aisha, was there any 


entertainment (in the gathering)? For the Ansar love 
entertainment.”34 


And in a narration he said: 
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"Did you send with a girl to hit the duff?" She said, "What 
is she singing?" He replied, "She says: "We come to you, 
we come to you so welcome us; we welcome you. Were it 
not for the red gold we would not take resident in your 


34 Collected by Al Bukharee (5162) 
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valley and if not for the brown wheat your cheeks would 
not have become fat.'"95 


The Messenger of АПаһ АШ» taught her. And the 
EXTA 


Prophet decays said: 
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The distinction between the impermissible and the 
permissible is the sound of the Duff.* 


The bottom line: The rights of the spouses in the marital home, 
begins when the two spouses embark upon one boat in the sea of 
life. And life is a sea of colliding waves; there are winds. There are 
delights to rejoice in and sorrows to grieve over, and there is anger 
and happiness. Thus, the ship requires cooperation from those 
aboard it and abundant means of safety upon it, in order for the 
spouses to sail with ease, happiness, and safety to the abode of the 
next life which we pray to Allahæ that it will be the paradise of 
the Lord of all that exists. The spouses will unite there just as they 
united in this worldly life. This journey in this life requires the two 
spouses to learn the mutual rights shared between them. The 
rights of the spouses in Islam — О brothers— is established upon 
drawing nearer to Allah’ thus, fulfilling these rights. This is an 


affair by which the person seeks the reward from Allahi% . 
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35 Collected by At Tabaree (3265/3) 


36 Collected by ibn Maajah (1896) 
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he Muslim woman draws closer to Allaha by fulfilling 

the rights of her husband which are upon her. And she 

anticipates the reward, and a good ending from her 

Гога%. Thus, she does not give her husband his rights 

from the perspective of compensation — if he gives her, 
she gives him, and if he does not give her, she does not give him. 
Rather, she gives him his rights based upon the statement of the 
Prophet 5: 


ракты тата 
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Your responsibility is upon you and their responsibility is 
upon ћет.37 


She fulfills the rights while she knows Allah% will not lose the 
reward of those who perform righteousness. This is because the 
blessed Muslim wife knows that her religion has magnified the 
rights of the husband in a tremendous way. Verily, her Prophet 
and her beloved 05 said: 
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“ 


If I were to command anyone to prostrate to anyone (other 
than Allah); I would have commanded the woman to 
prostrate to her husband. And the woman has not fulfilled 


37 Collected by Muslim (1846) 
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her husband's rights until if he were to ask her for herself 
upon a saddle she would give herself to him.38 


2 said: 


— 


And the noble Prophet 0 
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A woman will not find the sweetness of faith until she 
fulfills the rights of her husband.? 


Thus, the path towards finding the sweetness of faith for the 
Muslim woman is to fulfill the rights of her husband. And the 
Prophet 4f 


5 said: 
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The woman will not fulfill the rights of Allah until she 
fulfills the rights of her husband.“ 


The righteous woman is dedicated to fulfill the rights of her 
husband, and she does not deem anything she does for her 
husband to be too great. Why? This is because she knows her 
Prophet 45505 
regardless of what the woman does for her husband he is entitled 
to greater than that. The Prophet 22220) 


said a tremendous statement which proves that 


5 said: 
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38 Collected by At Tabaree (5117 and 5116/5) 
39 Collected by Al Haakim (7325/4) 
40 Collected by At Tabaree (5084/5) 
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If it were correct for a human to prostrate to another 
human, I would have surely commanded the woman to 
prostrate to her husband due to his tremendous right over 
her.*! 


(5 said: 


ж 


And the Prophet 0; 
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If the woman knew the rights of her husband upon her, 
she would not sit while his lunch and dinner were present 
until he finished.? 


The righteous Muslim woman, when she fulfills her husband's 
rights, she does not view that she is doing him a favor; rather, she 
knows her husband has a virtue over her because she is applying 
her religion and looking towards the statements of her Prophet, 
the truthful and trustworthy. The one whom his Lord said 
concerning him: 
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There has certainly come to you а Messenger from among 
yourselves. Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] 
concerned over you and to the believers is kind and 
merciful.43 


She does not look to the enticements of the devils from mankind 
and Jinn, that which presents itself as mercy and human rights 
while its hidden reality is a clear punishment. Verily, Shaytaan 


41 Collected by Ahmad (158/3) Shaykh Al Albani declared it authentic 
?? Collected by At Tabaree (333/20) 
43 Soorah At Tawbah 9:128 
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utilizes his allies from mankind and Jinn to destroy the household 
of the woman. 


The blessed righteous knows that she is not merely a lackey in her 
home; rather, she has status in her home. She is a guardian in her 
home; she fulfills the rights of her husband with this 
guardianship. The Prophet 8/5 said: 
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Тһе woman is a guardian іп her husband's home and she 
is responsible for those under her саге.“ 
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There is no person whom Allah entrust with а 
responsibility and һе dies while betraying that 
responsibility except that Allah will prevent him from 
paradise.® 


It is upon us to teach the women what has been narrated from the 
Prophet #64 concerning the rights of the husband, so the 
woman may please her Lord and attain happiness in her home. 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is that she should 
obey him in what is not disobedience to Allah, and she should not 


у ЖЫРА 


preoccupy herself from thus neglecting that. The Prophet 2 


was asked about the best women, he said: 


4 Collected by Al Bukharee (893) and Muslim (1829) 
45 Collected by Muslim (142) 
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The one who obeys her husband, if he orders her.“ 


Thus, the blessed righteous wife obeys her husband if he orders 
her, hoping to obtain this invaluable, lofty testament of good from 
the Messenger of Allah 25. And she hopes to enter the 
paradise of her Lord, which Allah has prepared for His righteous 
slaves, the likes of which no eye has seen and no ear has heard 
and has never been imagined by any human. She knows that her 
Prophet 5 said: 


— 
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If the woman prays her five daily prayer, and fasts her 
month, and guards her chastity, and obeys her husband, it 
will be said to her: enter paradise from any door you like. 


She fears from the anger of her Lord and His punishment if she 
disobeys her husband. The Prophet 420526 
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The most severely punished people on the Day of 
Judgment will be two: a woman who disobeys her 
husband and an Imaam of a people who hate him.® 


46 Collected by An Nisaai' (3231) 
47 Collected by Ahmad (1661) 
48 Collected by At Tirmidhi (359) 
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The Muslim woman devotes herself to obeying her husband, and 
she fears disobeying her husband because she wants the reward of 
Allah and she fears His punishment. But along with obeying her 
husband, she does not obey him in disobedience to Allah. If he 
orders her to disobey Allah then she does not obey him. Such as, if 
he ordered her to allow him to enjoy that which is not permissible 
then she does not obey him. And if he orders her to beautify 
herself with that which was not permissible, such as plucking? for 
example, then she does not obey him. Some of the women call and 
say: "O Shaykh my husband says: 'Surely your eyebrows need 
to be plucked; so pluck your eyebrows.' My husband says: "You 
need a hair weave.’ My husband says: "Wear a wig for me.’ Do I 
obey him O Shaykh?" 


Verily, the rights of the husband are great. Let us listen to this 
story so we will know that it is not permissible for the woman to 
obey her husband in this. A woman came to the Messenger of 
Allah seals and mentioned that she had married off her 
daughter, and then hair on her head had been pulled out. And she 
said her husband has ordered me to put weave in her hair. So the 
Prophet 2224115 


responded: 
C VES | 


Those who add extensions to their hair have been сигѕеа.50 


2 said: 
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And the Prophet scaly 
Ж 2o 5211. 2 
JON gan GG LLELY 


There is no obedience to the creation in disobedience to 
the Creator.®! 


49 This is to remove the hair of the eyebrows. 
50 Collected by Al Bukharee (5202) and Muslim (2123) 
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O brothers, from the rights of the husband upon his wife is for her 
to thank him for what he gives to her and to not be ungrateful of 
their relationship. And the Prophet 5 said: 
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Allah does not look at a woman who does not thank her 
husband while she cannot manage without him.? 


The righteous, blessed wife fears being ungrateful towards her 
companion, and she cultivates herself and censures herself to not 
be ungrateful towards the companionship of her husband, ever; 
why? This is because the Prophet seas 
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said: 
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I was shown the fire and I have never seen anything more 
horrible than today, and I saw most of its companions 
were women. 
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They said: "Why, O Messenger of Allah? He said, 
"Because of their ingratitude (Kufr)." It was said, "Are 
they ungrateful to Allah?" He said, "They are ungrateful to 
their companions (husbands) and ungrateful for good 
treatment. If you are kind to one of them for a lifetime 


51 Collected by Ahmad (426/4) 
52 Collected by An Nisaai (9135/5) 
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then she sees one (undesirable) thing in you. She will say, 
‘I have never had anything good from you.’”53 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is that she is diligent 
in not angering him and not become angry with him. And if she 
becomes angry with him or she makes him angry, she returns, 


5 said: 


returning to him seeking to please him. The Prophet 42026 
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Your women from paradise are the loving, childbearing, 
those returning to their husbands, those whom if they 
cause harm (meaning if she harms her husband) or are 
harmed (meaning if her husband harms her) - (and in 
another narration: if her husband becomes angry)—she 
places her hand in her husband's hand. Then she says: I 
will not taste sleep until you are pleased.* 


The righteous, blessed wife avoids causing her husband to become 
1S said: 


angry with her because she knows the Prophet 50} 
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There are three whose prayer will not go pass their ears: 
the runaway slave until he returns, a woman who passes 


53 Collected by Al Bukharee (1052) and Muslim (907) 
54 Collected by An Nisaai (9139/5) 
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the night while her husband is angry with her, and an 
Imaam of a people who hate him.» 


The blessed woman, if she becomes angry with her husband, she 
does not boycott him, and she never abandons his bed, even if she 
is angry because she knows her Prophet, the truthful, the 


Eats said: 
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If a woman passes the night abandoning her husband’s 
bed, the Angels curse her until she reaches the morning or 
she returns to the bed. 


Thus, where are the women like this? Where are the women of 
this era? Where are some of the women? If she becomes angry, she 
grabs her purse and goes to her family’s house, and she remains in 
her family’s home for a number of days; and her family blocks her 
husband, and prevents him from his rights. And they do not 
encourage her to return to him, nor do they reprimand her or 
teach her. Is this not abandoning the bed of her husband? I swear 
by Allah, verily, she is abandoning the bed of her husband. While 


her Prophet £2645 informed her: 
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If a woman passes the night abandoning her husband’s 
bed, the Angels curse her until she reaches the morning or 
she returns to the bed. 


55 Collected by At Tirmidhi (360) Declared Hassan by Shaykh Al Albani 
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And he 4E said: 
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If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses; thus, he 
passes the night angry, the Angels curse her until she 
reaches the morning. 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is for her to be 
affectionate with him, and to be merciful towards him, and to be a 
source of ease for him. The Exalted said: 
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And of His signs is that He created for you from 
yourselves mates that you may find tranquility in them; 
and He placed between you affection and mercy.» 


Thus, the blessed woman is affectionate towards her husband 
with her tongue and her statements, even if she exaggerates in this 
and lies to him with what he will be happy to hear. And the 
Prophet 4/5 | 
and the wife's speech with her husband. бо there is no problem 
with a woman lying to her husband and mentioning her love for 
him, which is not in her heart, and to say things to him that he 


would love to hear, even if she knows she is lying—as it is 


permitted lying in a man's speech to his wife 


allowable in this situation. 


56 Collected by А1 Bukharee ы; 
57 Soorah Ar Rum 30:21 | 
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And the righteous wife is affectionate to her husband by her good 


appearance. And the Prophet 5 was asked about the best 


women; he responded: 


2 
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The one who obeys him when he orders her; and she 
pleases him when he looks at һег.58 


She does not let her husband hear, and she does not show him 
what will harm him, ever. The righteous, blessed woman fears 
harming her husband with a word, or a look, or a request, or an 


action, or a bad appearance; why? Because she knows the 
Prophet 452 
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No woman harms her husband in this world except that 
his wife from the Hoor al-‘iyn says: Do not offend him, 
may Allah fight you, for he is only with you for a short 
time and soon he will leave you and come to 15.59 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is to protect his 
honor by preserving herself and protecting his honor as it relates 
to him, and not expose him to fitna. The Prophet 0/5 
asked about the best women; he said: 


Was 


€ 


JUS 508 Mad S ЖИЗ 1255 « sa SL I 


58 Collected by An Nisaai (3231) 
59 Collected by At Tirmidhi (1174) 
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The one who obeys him when he orders her, and she 
pleases him when he looks at her, and she protects him as 
it relates to her honor and his wealth. 


The Prophet 5 said: 
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Any woman who takes off her clothes anywhere but in her 
husband's house has torn the veil between her and Allah. 


And all of this, O beloved, is to preserve the honor of her 
husband. Thus, the woman is prohibited from taking off her 
clothes in other than her husband's home, or what takes the place 
of it, such as a place he resides in or her family's home, if she goes 
there with his permission. If she does so, she has torn down the 
covering between her and Allah. The Prophet 0/5 said: 
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There are three; do not ask me about them. 
For verily, their destination is terrible; and their sin is major. 
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60 Collected by Abu Dawood (4010) 
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There are three; do not ask me about them: a man who 
leaves the jamaa'ah, disobeys his leader and dies 
disobedient; a slave who runs away, then dies; and a 
woman whose husband is absent and left her with all her 
worldly needs, and after he left she made a wanton 
display of herself and wanders about.5! 


A woman whose husband is absent from her on business; her 
husband travels from his land desiring what? He wants to provide 
all her worldly needs. So once he becomes absent from her, she 
displays her beauty and shows it to unrelated men, and wanders 
about, and she falls into betrayal—and with Allah refuge is 
sought. Verily, she has fallen into a major sin because she did not 
preserve the right of her husband and she did not preserve the 
honor of her husband. 


The righteous, blessed wife is diligent in protecting her husband 
and not exposing him to fitna even by way of one word. The 
2° Ma 7 


Prophet 222645 said: 
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No woman should touch another woman's body and then 
describe the details of her figure to her husband in such a 
manner as if һе was looking at her.® 


If the woman —O beloved — is prohibited from describing another 
woman to her husband to preserve the honor of the Muslims and 
to protect the honor of her husband then how about those women 
who take pictures of their friends and places pictures of her friend 
in her home? How about the one who takes pictures of the women 


61 Collected by Ahmad (19/6) 
62 Collected by Al Bukharee (5240) and (5241) 
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with her phone, then shows the pictures to her husband? And 
there is no might or power except with Allah. 


If the wife is prohibited from describing another woman to her 
husband then there is no doubt that she is prohibited from 
requesting from her husband that which will expose her or him to 
fitna such as satellite channels, pictures, magazines and the like. 
There is no doubt that it is prohibited for the woman to request 
from her husband that which will expose both of them to fitna. 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is that she protects 
his secrets and not to speak about that which he has closed the 
door upon, especially that which is connected to the intimacy, 
even to her mother, her sister, her friend or relatives. The 
Prophet £52 ЫЕ 
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Is it possible for a woman to inform people of what her 
husband does when he is alone with her? Is it possible for 
a man to inform people of what he does when he is alone 
with his family? A woman stood and said: I swear by 
Allah, verily, the men do this, and verily, the women do 
this. So he responded: Do not do this. Shall I not inform 
you of what this is like? The example of this is if a male 
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devil meets a female devil upon the path and they are 
intimate while the people watch. 63 


And the Prophet Seas said: 
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Among the most evil of people before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection will be a man who is intimate with a woman 
and she with him, then he spreads her secret. 


From the rights of the husband upon the wife is for her to protect 
his home, and to not i e to enter whom he does not 
aS said: 
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Your rights over them are that they should not allow 
anyone whom you dislike to sit on your furniture. 
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As for your rights over your women, they should not allow 
anyone to sit on your furniture that you dislike, and they 
should not allow into your home anyone you dislike. 


63 Collected by Abu Dawood (2176) 

64 Collected by Muslim (1437) 

65 Extracted from the long hadith of Jaabir concerning На), collected by Muslim 
(1218) 
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From the rights of the husband upon his wife is for her to protect 
his wealth and to not spend from it except with his permission. 
And we have heard that the Prophet £5 
best women: 


Ws 


said concerning the 
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And she protects him ав it relates to her honor and his 
wealth. 


And the Prophet REGERE said: 


A 


© 
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It is not permissible for a woman to give anything from 
her husband’s wealth except with his permission.” 


If he allows her to spend from it, then she spends from it without 
harming it; thus, they are both rewarded. The Prophet #505 
said: 
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If the woman gives food from her house without causing 
harm, for her is her reward for what she has given, and for 
her husband is his reward for what he has earned.® 


And the Prophet #52 said: 


-— 
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If the woman spends from her husband's home, а reward 
is written for her, and a similar reward is written for her 
husband without decreasing the reward of either of them 
at all.69 


The scholars have said: The woman spending from her husband's 
home or from her husband's wealth has three scenarios: 


The first scenario: The man gives his wife permission to spend for 
a particular situation. In this case, she receives the full reward and 
he receives the full reward without decreasing the reward of 
either of them. 


The second scenario: The man gives his wife general permission 
to spend from his wealth. In this scenario, she receives half of the 
reward and he receives half of the reward. 


The third scenario: The man does not give his wife permission to 
spend from his wealth. In this case, the reward will be for the 
husband if she spends — meaning: when she takes something from 
his wealth — and upon her will be the sins; and with Allah refuge 
is sought. 


From the rights of the husband upon his wife is she should not 
fast an optional fast if he is present except with his permission. 
The Prophet ZZ said: 


69 Collected by Ahmad (99/6) 
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It is not permissible for a woman to fast while her 
husband is present except with his permission.” 


The righteous, blessed woman's knowledge of her husband's 
rights: she forgives her husband if he falls short, and turns a blind 
eye to his lapses. She honors his family, cleans his home, washes 
his clothes, and cooks his food. If he comes close to her, she comes 
close to him. She protects his nose and his hearing. Thus, he does 
not smell from her except that which is good, and he does not hear 
from her except that which is good, and he does not look towards 
her except that she is beautified. She pays attention to the time of 
his meals; she becomes tranquil during his time of sleep. If she 
sees him angry, she does not refuse to speak to him. She 
implements the statement of the wise person: 


If you pardon me, you will cause my affection to last 

Do not speak about my tantrum when I become angry 

And do not tap me as you would tap your tambourine even once 
Because verily, you do not know that which is concealed 

Do not complain a lot because you will go like the wind 

Thus, my heart will refuse you and the hearts fluctuate 

Verily, I saw love in the heart and harm 

It they gather together, love will not remain; it will go away 


This is Islamic guidance for the woman towards her husband and 
the rights of her husband. If the women would adhere to it, the 
homes would live in complete happiness. But some of the women 
today do not know these rights; therefore, there is an increase in 
divorce, beatings and separation. Today, it has become such that 
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we hear about some of the women. Those who are heedless of 
gentleness and have forgotten about the subtleties of her 
femininity; thus, she transforms into an arrogant brute. She rules 
over her weak husband and dominants him. If she gives him 
something from her wealth, she is doing him a favor, and if she 
requests something from him and he is unable to do it, she 
denigrates him with insults of poverty and weakness. She insults 
and frowns in his faces when he enters and pushes him in the 
back when he leaves. Her husband does not fill her eyes, and her 
soul is not content with him and it shows from every door and 
appears in every window. She reveals her face or some of it to 
non-related men. And when she speaks to her husband her speech 
is: "Ihe husband of so and so did such and such for her, and the 
husband of so and so did this and that for her. I am unfortunate. 
The noblest people proposed to me, but that is just my fate." If she 
remains in the home with her husband, she sees herself as a 
prisoner. And she abandons perfume and beautification. When 
her husband looks at her, he is harmed by what he sees. Her hair 
is disheveled, and the clothes are splattered with filth. If she stays 
at home, she is dirty and undressed. When she goes out, she 
perfumes and beautifies herself. This is the wretched woman; the 
one who presents her best to the people and her worst to her 
husband. If she goes out to her friends, she is smiling; with sweet 
speech, she is the charmer of the gathering. Her speech is not 
boring nor is her company. And when she returns to her house, 
she is a lion. When she speaks, fire comes out. When she acts, she 
is not dignified. She is no good to her husband. This is truly the 
wretched woman. Where does she want happiness from? She has 
opposed her religion, and angered her Lord, and made her 
husband miserable. Thus, it is upon her to take account of herself 
because life is short. 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE WIFE 


У егу, the husband is the captain of the ship, the 

| j supervisor of the home; just as he has rights, there are also 
rights upon him. The Muslim husband draws near to 

Allah by fulfilling the rights of his wife which are upon him. He 


fulfills her rights because he is responsible for her. The 
Prophet 2245 said: 
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АП of you are shepherds and responsible for his flock. The 
Imaam is a shepherd and he is responsible for his flock, 
and the man is a shepherd for his family and he is 
responsible for his flock.” 


Thus, the righteous man knows that he has been made responsible 
for his wife, and he will be questioned about her. So, he exerts 
himself in advising her and fulfilling her rights because he knows 


this is from Taqwa of Allah. And the Prophet 452: said: 


Fear Allah, concerning the women.? 


The righteous man fulfills the rights of his wife because he knows 
this is the command from the Messenger of Allah 5, and he 
fears and is afraid of neglecting the command ordered by his 
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beloved, his Messenger, and his leader 22054015. Our 
beloved 5 said: 


т 
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Treat the women kindly.7 


The righteous, blessed man fulfills the rights of his wife because 
he knows she is a trust with him; from whom? From Allah, the 
Lord of the heavens and the earth. And the Prophet 422: 3/2 said: 


A 
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Verily, you have taken them as a trust from Allah.”4 


The blessed, Muslim husband does not fulfill the rights of his wife 
in exchange for his rights; rather, he fulfills the rights which are 
upon him because he is responsible for the responsibility he is 
carrying before Allahs&. 


It is upon us, O assembly of men, to learn the rights of our wives 
and to teach that to our sons so we can fulfill the obligatory trust 
upon us. 


From the rights of the wife upon the husband is for him to spend 
upon her according to the customary practices, and to feed her 
when he eats, and to clothe her when he clothes himself. The man 
is required to spend upon his wife, and to feed his wife according 
to the common practices, without extravagance and without being 
miserly. Thus, he is not stingy with his wealth in his dealings with 
her, giving her less than that which is common practice. And he 
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does not increase above his ability, going above that which is 
common practice. This is because the Prophet 20} 


& said: 


a“ 
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Their rights over you are that you should provide for them 
and clothe them in a reasonable manner.” 


From the rights of the wife upon the husband is that he is kind to 
her with every means which is common practice. He is kind to his 
wife with methods which do not oppose the legislation of the 
Lord of all that exists. The Prophet #®® Ж said: 
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Their rights over you are that you should treat them well.” 


From the rights of the wife upon the husband is that he should not 
hit her. And he is not allowed to hit his wife except if he fears her 
disobedience, and she disobeys him. Hitting is specified as a 
means to discipline her after she has been warned and she does 
not benefit from the warning, and he has boycotted her and she 
does not benefit from the boycott. Then he is able to hit her. But, 
he hits her, a hitting of discipline and benefit; not a hitting of 
revenge. And it is absolutely not permissible for him to hit her in 
her face. Hitting the wife where it is not allowable and when it is 


5 said: 


not allowable is oppression. The Prophet 452204011 
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Whoever hits someone with a whip unjustly will have the 
score settled against him on the Day of Resurrection.” 


75 See footnote 74 
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And the Prophet 5 
over the husband: 


5 


$ said concerning the rights of the wife 


EMIT 
And let him not strike the face.78 


The Exalted said: 
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As to those women on whose part you see ill-conduct, 
admonish them (first), (next) refuse to share their beds, 
(and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they 
return to obedience, seek not against them means (of 
annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.” 


The scholars of Tafseer have said: If the woman obeys her 
husband, then there is no possibility for her to be hit or for her to 
be boycotted. Allah, the Exalted, said in the end of the verse: 


Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great 


This is a warning for the husbands if they violate the women. 
Verily, the Ever Most High and the Most Great, He is their 
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Protector; thus, He will take revenge against those who oppress 
them. 


Therefore, O husbands, if you view yourselves as strong, and if 
you view you are able to beat your wife, and you want to beat her 
for no reason and when Allah has not allowed it, then remember 
that her Guardian, the One who has power over all things, her 
Guardian is the Ever Most High, the Most Great. Thus, beware of 
angering her Lord —O slave of Allah. The Prophet 4] 


5 said: 
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Your right over them is that they should not allow anyone 
to sit on your furniture that you dislike; if they do that 
then hit them but not in a harsh manner. 


© said: 


The Prophet 50] 
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-= Do not hit the female slaves of Allah 


This is the legislative principle: do not hit the female slaves of 
Allah. Then Umar came to the Messenger of Allah 55922405 and 
said: 


ot 2 
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The women have become bold towards their husbands. 


So, the Prophet 5 said: 


т 
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There is no problem with hitting them. 


Why did he allow hitting them? This is because when the 
Prophet 4 
hitting the wives, he completely restricted the hand of the men. As 


5 
5 


prohibited hitting women, when he prohibited 


a result, some of the women began to disobey their husbands. 
Thus, the Prophet 42. 
number of women came to the family of Muhammad complaining 
about their husbands. The Prophet Ж said: 


5 


permitted hitting them. So a great 


Last night, seventy women came to the family of Muhammad; 
each woman complaining about her husband. These are not the 
best of you; these are not the best of you.® 


Therefore, it is not from goodness—O husbands—to hit your 
wives for that which Allah has allowed. 


From the rights of the wives upon the husbands is for him to be 
affectionate towards her with his tongue and his actions, even if 
he exaggerates in his speech and compliments her with qualities 
she does not have. And he can express his love for her in his heart, 
expressing a greater love than that which is actually present. And 
the Prophet 20/5 has allowed lying when a man has a 
conversation with his wife or in the wife's conversation with her 
husband. There is no problem — О beloved — with the man lying to 
his wife with that which will bring about happiness in his home. 
Thus, he mentions to her, her beauty although he does not see this 
in her. And he mentions to her his love for her, although he does 
not find this love for her in his heart. And if she requests 
something from him and he is not able to get it for her, and he 
fears if he says to her he is not able to provide it, the wife will be 
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displeased and their life will turn into pandemonium, then he can 
say to her: I will get it Insha' Allah. If the request is repeated, he 
says: I did not find it. Or, he says: I found it for a price I am not 
able to pay at the moment. This lying is good if it brings about 
happiness between the spouses. 


The righteous husband – О beloved — grooms himself for his wife 
according to what is appropriate for a man to do—by using 
fragrance and having a good appearance. This is because Allah, 
the Exalted, said: 


(orii sijas} 


And they (women) have rights similar (to those of their 
husbands) over them to what is reasonable.?! 


And ibn Abbass 4% АШ {ве )— the interpreter of the Quran — said: 


Verily, I beautify myself for my wife just as I love for her 
to beautify herself for me. | 


And from his affection to his wife is for him to share the 
household duties with her. And the Prophet #64 —and he is 
the Messenger of Allah, the one who received revelation — it was 
said about him: 
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He used to be in the service of his family, and when the 
time for prayer came, he would go out to it.82 
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Our Prophet £52; 
played with his family, and he was gentle with them. He used to 


had beautiful sociability: always smiling, he 


race Aisha Г AT оса) While he was fifty-three years older than 


her. It has been narrated by Aisha (ic Ay е) that she was with 


the Messenger of Allah 5 6046 
young girl—so he said to his companions: “Со ahead." So they 


on a journey — while she was a 


proceeded ahead. Then he said: 


So I raced him, and I beat him. 


There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah. The 
Messenger of Allah Z&5 
leading some of his companions; he was traveling with them 


^W “Ж 


was over fifty years old. He was 


while his wife Aisha was with him. Then he said to his 
companions: “Со ahead." So they went ahead. Then he said to his 
wife: "Come; I will race you." So he raced her, and he is the 


Messenger of Allah 2:5 . So she beat him. 


HAM 


Look at the companionship of the Messenger of Allah 4&2: 


S. 
Aisha pta AY са Said: 
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So he was quiet for a while. Then when I became heavier 


and bulkier and forgot the previous incident, I went out 


with him on a journey. He said to his companions. "Go 


ahead." So they poe ahead. Then he said to me: "Come 


so I can race you." I replied: "How can I race you, while I 
am like this?" He said: "You will do so." So I raced him 
and he defeated me. 5 he began to — He said: "This 


is for the previous race.' 


Aisha |52 AU c» forgot what had occurred but the Messenger of 


Allah 84 


415 did not forget. He played with his wife, and 


aroused love in her, and raced her. And it is most likely that this 


occurred at the end of his life 05. 


From the good companionship of our Prophet 5; Aisha 


ki А] (=) said one day: 
2121515 


My head is aching. 


5 -- 


So the Messenger of Allah 250642 


replied: 
221556 Е 
No, rather, my head is асһіпр.83 
Aisha prs AT са) Said: 
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I used to cook meat while I was menstruating so I gave it 


to the Prophet 2222540 
place I put mine. And I drank from a vessel and I gave it to 


so he put his mouth in the same 


him, so he placed his mouth in the place I was drinking 
from.8& 


Aisha 4ic АШ (м said: 


He used to place his head in my lap and read while I was 
menstruating.95 


"Ee used to spend the night with his wife in one cloth 
even if she was menstruating. If any blood from her fell on him, he 
would wash the spot the blood fell.86 


ЛУ, 


The Messenger of Allah ZEE 
one tub.87 


used to bathe with his wife in 


This is the companionship of our Prophet 4522415 and he is the 
Messenger of Allah 455261 
Some of the husbands moan, saying: "We do not have any time; 


> and he is an excellent example for us. 


we are older; and we are advanced in age, so we have no need for 


84 Collected by Muslim (300) 
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this." This is the Messenger of Allah 20615, he carried the 
burdens which a million men could not carry. He carried the 
responsibility of the Ummah. He carried the responsibility of the 
message, and he had advanced to a senior age (but yet and still) 
he raced his wife and took time out for this. How beautiful is it— 
O beloved —for a man to go out with his wife to a place and play 
with her and race her, and bring her pleasure! 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is he should not 
insult her, and he should not abuse her, and he should not revile 


her appearance, or her actions. The Prophet Jews said 


concerning the rights of the woman upon her husband: 
o 22 T^ 
eo 
Let him not disgrace her.5$ 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is he should not 
boycott her unless there arrives a reason for him to boycott her as 
a means of discipline. And if there is an allowable reason for the 
man to boycott his wife then he should not abandon the home; 
rather, he should only boycott her in her home. The 
Prophet 5 said concerning the rights of the woman over 
her husband: 
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And let him not boycott her except in the home. 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is that he not 
disclose her secrets, and that he not speak about that which she 
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has closed the door on; especially that which is connected to 
intimacy. And we have already mentioned the text concerning this 
in the rights of the husband upon his wife. 


From the rights of the wife upon the husband is that he not 
become angry with her, and look at her bad qualities; rather, he 
should look at her good qualities. He magnifies her good qualities 
and minimizes her bad qualities. And he tries as much as possible 
to only see good in her. The Prophet 40; 


5 said: 
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"No believing man should hate a believing woman; if he 
hates one of her characteristics, he will be pleased with 
another.”89 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is that he takes from 
her that which is easy for her, and he is pleased from her with that 
which is easy for her, keeping in mind her nature. The 
Prophet ZZ said: 
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Treat the women kindly; for verily, they were created from 
the rib, and the most crooked part of the rib is the top part. 
If you try to straighten it out, you will break it, and if you 
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leave it alone it will remain crooked. Treat the women 
kindly. 


And he Ша said: 


ет 
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"Woman is created from a rib that will never become 
straight. So if you enjoy her then enjoy her with the 
crookedness that is in her. For if you try to straighten her, 
you will break her, and breaking her means divorcing 
her.” 


The intent behind this hadith — О beloved —is that the man know 
the nature of the woman and he is pleased with that which is easy 
for her. And he should not burden her beyond her capability, and 
he should look over her faults because, verily, she was created 
from the rib. 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is that he have good 
manners with her. And the best of him should be apparent 
towards her. Some of the men have the best of manners in the 
market place and they have the best manners with their friends 
and the best manners with the people in general—showing them 
their best — but when he enters the home, he is an aggressive lion, 
and no good is seen from him. Rather, he is only angry and 
abusive. A kind voice is not heard from him, or a good word. The 
Prophet ШЕ said: | 
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The most complete believer in faith is the one with the 
best manners and the best of you is the one who is best to 
his family.° 


There is no good in you—O slave of Allah —that you are seen 
helping your friends. There is no good in you —O slave of Allah — 
that you are seen being good to the people, as long as you are not 
good to your family. If you are good to your family and you 
combine that with being good to the people, then have glad 


said: 


tidings that you are upon good. The Prophet 5221 
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The best of you are the best of you to his family and I am 
the best of you to my family.” 


From the rights of the wife upon her husband is that he be a 
reason for her protection from the fire. He teaches her and he 
enjoins her with good and forbids her from evil, and enjoins upon 
her patience in that. He prevents her from what could be a reason 
for her entering the fire. Allahà& said: 
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Ward off from yourselves and your families a Fire (Hell) 
whose fuel is men and stones.” 


And our Lord3& said: 
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And enjoin prayer upon your family [and теор and be 
steadfast therein.?5 


From the rights of the wife upon the husband is that he should 
have jealousy for her. She should see from her husband's jealousy 
for her, but it is a rational jealousy. It brings good and repels evil. 
He is jealous of his wife lest she reveal something of her body. He 
is jealous of his wife lest she turn her glance towards unrelated 
men, and mixes with unrelated men, and speaks with unrelated 
men without a necessity. As for the jealousy which equates to 
doubt and tracking her without any cause for doubt, this is 
jealousy which is haram. Some of the husbands, you find them 
being jealous; thus, they spy on their wives without there being 
any cause for doubt, and they have doubt concerning her without 
there being any cause for doubt. When they enter, they rush to her 
cell phone looking at the call log. And if the phone rings, they go 
sit next to her, listening to see with whom she is speaking. They 
track her and search through her things and are suspicious of her. 
If he hears her words, he says: "What did you mean by that?" If 
he hears outside criticism from the people, he says: "They want 
my wife." He doubts his wife and says verily he is jealous. This 


seo 


type of jealousy is haram. The Prophet 285 said: 
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There is protective jealousy that Allah loves and there is 


protective jealousy which Allah hates. The protective 
jealousy that Allah loves is protective jealousy where there 
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is cause for doubt, and the protective jealousy that Allah 
hates is protective jealousy when there is no cause for 
suspicion.?6 


This, O brothers, is legislative guidance in building the family and 
fulfilling the rights of the wife. If the husbands implement this, the 
entire community will be blessed with great happiness. 


I mentioned to you — О brothers — something from the rights of the 
spouses and I did not mention to you a hadith except that I 
stopped at its chain of narration, and reviewed it, and reviewed 
the speech of the scholars concerning it. Thus, I arrived at the 
speech of the scholars stating that the hadith was good to utilize. 
Therefore, I did not mention a hadith except that it was at the level 
of Hassan or higher than that. Thus, they are hadith — and all 
praises belong to Allah — which are affirmed and good to utilize, 
and use them for guidance because they are the speech of our 
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Messenger Е 


The righteous spouse, this is his condition. As for the spouse who 
is not righteous, he requests his rights while he does not know 
that his wife has rights, and he is an evil companion. He quickly 
becomes hostile. If his wife requests something from him, he 
complains about it and becomes hostile. If she asks again, he 
frowns and scowls. And if she insists, he beats her and becomes 
violent. When he is inside the home, he wears tattered clothes 
without an adornment. When he leaves the home, he adorns 
himself and perfumes himself. He brushes his hair and his beard; 
he combs his beard out. But when he returns to his home, he is 
like someone who is working at his job. And there is no doubt —O 
brothers—this is from the reason for the occurrence of discord, 
divorce, and strife. 
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O brothers, I complete this speech with some general guidelines 
from the rights of the spouses, which is companionship between 
them according to what is normal among the people. The Exalted 


said: 
{ EY ( fA sie * 
And live with them in kindness. 
And the Exalted has said: 
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And due to the wives is similar to what is expected of 
them, according to what is reasonable.% 


The scholars have said the meaning of “what is reasonable" is that 
which is according to the custom. Therefore, what is reasonable 
according to the customs of the people then this should occur 
between the spouses. Included in this is consultation between the 
spouses, respecting each other's opinions, and cooperating upon 
what will bring about happiness and joy. The woman is a good 
companion to her husband by consulting him in her affairs and to 
accept and respect his opinion. And she honors his family and 
establishes his home. She cooperates with him to bring about 
happiness and joy. And the man is a good companion to his wife 
by consulting her and accepting her opinion, if she is correct. And 
he should be good to her family, and he should see good in her 
based upon what is normally accepted. 


97 Soorah An Nisa 4:19 
98 Soorah Al Baqarah 2:228 


RIGHTS OF SPOUSES | 65 


CONCLUSION 


concluded with advice which is necessary for both spouses to 
Еее to. There greatest thing which requires cooperation 

between the spouses is for the home to be established upon 
the religion. And both spouses must be concerned with the 
religion and righteousness and they must assist each other upon 
the religion. This will bring about ease to the mind and 
contentment to the heart and the utmost tranquility to the home. I 
swear by the One who has my soul in His Hand, nothing brings 
about tranquility in the home of the spouses greater than the 
tranquility which is brought about by the spouse cooperating 
upon the obedience of the Lord of all that exists. The 
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May Allah have mercy on a man who gets up at night and 
prays, and he wakes up his wife and she prays, and if she 
refuses (to get up), he sprinkles water in her face. And may 
Allah have mercy on a woman who gets up at night and 
prays, and she wakes up her husband and he prays, and if 
he refuses (to get up), she sprinkles water in his face.’ 


If the spouses cooperate upon the religion and establish 
remembrance of Allah in their home, then the life of the home will 
be a good stable life. The Prophet 2206205 said: 
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The likeness of a home wherein Allah is remembered and 
the home wherein Allah is not remembered is like the | 
living and the dead.10 | 


If righteousness is found in the home, happiness will be found in 
the home, and this is a must to occur. The Prophet 226415 said: 
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The happiness for man is found in three, апа the йке of 
man is found in three. From the happiness of man is a 
righteous wife, and good riding beast, and a spacious 
home. From the misery of man is an evil home, an evil 
wife, and an evil riding Беаві,101 


Thus, from the happiness of man is for his home to be built upon 
righteousness. I implore you by Allah, O husbands, cooperate 
with your wives upon the religion and establish your homes upon 
the religion. I swear by the Lord of the Ka'ba that will actualize 
your living a good life. 
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Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, 
while he is a believer, we will surely cause him to live a 
good life.102 


The good life: Allah has taken upon the responsibility to give this 
to the male and female if they do righteous actions, and that is 
based upon Imaan. So, I implore you by Allah, O slaves of Allah, 
cooperate upon righteousness and piety and do not cooperate 
upon sin and transgression. 


I ask Allah% by His Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes to 
soften all of our hearts to His obedience and to give us all success 


to follow Muhammad 252 4456 О Allah, O our Lord, O Ever- 


Living, O Sustainer of all existence, O Generous One, we ask You 
to give success to the spouses to every good. O Allah, descend 
happiness upon the homes. O Allah, bring about good between 
the spouses, O Lord of all that exists. O Allah, O our Lord, O Ever- 
Living, O Sustainer of all existence, we ask You to give us success 
to love the Sunnah of Muhammad 2526415 and teach it to us, and 
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make us firm upon it until we meet You, О Lord of all that exists. 


And Allah knows best, and may the prayers and peace be upon 
Muhammad 5 and upon his family. 
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